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Attorney Docket No. FLM 5712/141 7Y P701 PA 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE RE CEIVED 

SBfTRAL KWC CENTSR 

In re U.S. Patent Application of 
Becker, et al. 



Art Unit: 2876 
Examiner: K. Koyama 



Application No. 10/075,153 
Filed: February 14, 2002 

For: Coding Symbology and a Method 
for Printing Same 

APPLICANTS' INTERVIEW SUMMAR Y 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner: 

On January 28, 2004, the undersigned conducted a telephonic interview with Examiner 
Kumiko Koyama and Primary Examiner Diane I. Lec. Applicants and their counsel thank the 
Examiners for their time. This summary constitutes a recordation contemplated by 37 C.F.R. § 
1.133 and MPEP § 713.04. 



A. Brief Description of Nature of any Exhibit or Demonstration 
None. 

B. Identification of Claim(s) Discussed 

Amendments to each of the independent claims were discussed, a copy of winch are 
attached as Exhibit "A." 

C. Identification of Specific Prior Art Discussed 

United States Patents Nos. 5,237,164 and 6,408,286, as well as International Application 
WO 99/49408. 
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D iH^ ntifinatirm of Principal Pro nosed Amendments Discussed 

Amendments to each of tbe independent claims were discussed, a copy of which are 
attached as Exhibit "A." 

K rvn pral Identification of Pri ncipal Argument Discussed 

Applicants submit that their proposed claims are patentable over the prior art of record 
because the art fails to disclose, teach or otherwise suggest an article of manufacture 
having a bar code where the article itself comprises at least part of the bar code, a bar 
code comprising variable information, or a flexible article having a bar code, as described 
in Applicants' specification. 

In this regard, Applicants' undersigned counsel advised the Examiners that although 
International Application WO 99/49408 (which was referenced and discussed in 
Applicants' original application) discloses a container having a bar code, the reference 
fails to teach, disclose or otherwise suggest that the bar code may comprise variable 
information. This is because the '408 application teaches that the bar code is formed m a 
hot stamp process that uses a metal stamp die (8:22-23) . 

In that process, the metal die must be etched with each bar code image to be transferred 
or "stamped," Because such a die is designed to last several years, a bar code formed 
from that die would necessarily contain only information that remains unchanged - or 
fixed - for several years. No variable information would be included. 

F. Other Pertinent Matters Discussed 
None. 

G. Results of Interview 

No agreement was reached, as the Examiners requested lime to review Applicants' 
detailed arguments in Applicants' anticipated Reply to the outstanding Office Action. 
Thus, because the interview and this corresponding summary were intended only to 
broach Applicants' arguments, Applicants respectfully incorporate their detailed 
arguments that will be made of record in their Reply. 

H. Copies of Internet E-mail, if Conducted via Email 
Attached as Exhibit "A." 



1 Citation is to page and line numbers of the reference. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants submit the above constitutes a complete, written statement a$ contemplated by 
37 C VJL 1.133 and MPEP § 713.04. Applicants respectfully request this paper to be made of 
record in the above-identified application. The Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned 
if the Examiner has any questions. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: January 28 5 2004 




Stephen R. Auten 
Reg. No. 47,396 

Wallenstein Wagner & Rockey, Ltd. 
3 1 1 South Wacker Drive, 53 rd Floor 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312)554-3300 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING t lfl . , 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with ihe United States Postal Service as a U.S. first-class 
mail in an envelope, with sufficient postage prepaid thereon, addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PXX Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on January 29, 2004, as well as by faxing all papers to (703) 872-9306. 



14J0, Alexandria, VA 22313-145C 
Carol J. Wiefchtfs J 



(192726) 
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From: Stephen Auten 

T : kumiko.koyama@uspto.gov 

Date: 1/26/04 5:56PM 

Subject: Claims for Interview on 01-28-04 

Please see attached. 

Best regards, 

Stephen R. Auten 

Wallenstein Wagner & Rockey. Ltd. 
31 1 South Wacker Drive 
53rd Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 554-3345 - direct 
(312)554-3301 - fax 
web: www.wwrfirm.com 
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EXHIBIT A 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

1. (currently amended) A medical container having a negative image bar codoG ediag 

cymbology comprising: 

a medical containe ra substrat e; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments Dcparatcd by cpaces and disposed on the 
containe rt ho cubstrat e, 

wherein the container defines spaces that separate the lig ht-reflecting 

segments Jf;11 

wherein the spaces defincd sfiswg light-absorbing segments a [[;]) 
wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments 

define a negative image bar code representing fixed information and variable information^; 

and]] 

wherein the negative image bar cod ec oding symbology is detectable using 

a reade r, and [[.]] 

wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected from the 
group consisting of: Jot number, batch number, exp iration date, serial number, production time, 
price, and concentration, 

14. (currently amended) A container having a negative image bar code, the container 
coding symbology comprising: 

a flexible films ttbstette; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments se parated by cpaces and disposed on the 

fi 1 m sub fcj tfa&Qy 

wherein the film defines snaces that separate the light-reflecting segments, 
wherein the spaces definedefinmg light-absorbing segments 2 [[;]] 
wherein the light-re fleeting segments and the light-absorbing segments 
define a negative image bar code representing fixed information and variable informationJ[;]] 
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wherein the variable information comprises at lea st one selected from the 
group consisting of: lot number, batch number, exp iration date, serial number, production time, 

price, and concentration, and 

wherein the negative image bar code o odins symb^ogy is detectable using 

a readcr[[; and]] 

where in the o ub c trato compris e s a pouch - type flexible c ontainer. 

15, (currently amended) A medical container having a negat ive image bar codeeg&ag 

symbology comprising: 

a medical containe r substrate ; 

a first plurality of light-reflecting segments separate d by space s w4<lisposed on 
the medical container, wherein the medical container defines first spaces that separate the first 
plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the first spaces defmedefining a first set of light- 
absorbing segments, and wherein the first plurality and the first set define a first negative image 
bar code representing fixed information; 

a second plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by - spaces and disposed 
on the medical container , wherein the medical container defines second spa ces that separate the 
second plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the second spaces defined efiaiag a second 
set of light-absorbing segments, wherein the second plurality and the second set define a second 
negative image bar code representing variable information , wherein th e variable information 
comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of: lot num ber, batch number, 
expiration date, serial number, production lime, price, and concentration ; and 

wherein the first bar code and the second bar code are eache odmg 
cymbology is detectable using a reader. 

16. (currently amended) A medical container having a negative image bar codec odfflg 
s ymbology comprising: 

a medical containe r o ubsmito defining a port i on of the contain er, 
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a plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by space s an d disposed on the 
medical containCTfi ttbsaate> wherein the medical container defines spaces that separate the 
plurality of tight-reflecting segments, and wherein the spaces defined sfiamg light-absorbing 
segments; 

wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments 
define a negative image bar code representing fcre d informati e-ffl-aftd variable information; 

wherein the negative image bar code is delectable using a reader; and 

wherein the variable infonnation comprises at least one selected from the 
group consisting of: lot number, batch number, exp iration date, serial number, production time, 
price, and concentration 

wke roin the cont ai ner is a medi s al container , 

17. (currently amended) A container comprising: 
a flexible film cubstrate ; 

a- firot plurality pnight - refle efr ng segments separated by s paces and dispos tgd-ea 
the sub s trat e? the space s de fining a firct s e t of light - absovbing segmen te rand wherein th e-fegt 
p lurality and tho first crt define a first bar a oda representing fixed informati on? 

a second plurality of light-reflecting segments separate d by space s and disposed 
on the flexible filmsubstertQ, wherein the flexible film defines spaces that separate the plurality 
of light-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces defined efiamg a see*nd set of light^absorbing 
segments, [[and]} wherein the secon d plurality and the second set define a second negative image 
bar code representing variable information[[;]] 2 wherein the first bar c e do and second bar code 
[[are]] is detectable using a rcader[[; mdT L and wherein the va riable information comprises at 
least one selected from the group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial 
number, production time, price, and concentration 

whoroin the contain e r is a medical oontoaGS. 



18. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
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a medical primary containe rhaving a sabstrate ; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by spaces and disposed on the 
medical conuiners ubsterfe, wherein the medical con tainer defines spaces that separate the 
plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces define light-absorbing segments, 
wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments define a negative image 
bar code representing fixed information and variable information, mid wherein the bar cod s4g 

deb atable using a rcader [[;]] and 

a material positioned over a portion of the jwcndc&abfiteate, wherein the portion 
has an A or B scan grade when decoded through the material and in accordance with ANSI 
X3.182 . 

19. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
a medica lp rimary container having substrate ; 

a first plurality of light-reflecting segments separated fey - gpaccs and disposed on 
the medical containCTs ubsfrate, wherein the medical container define s first spaces that separate 
the first plurality o night-reflecting segments, wherein the first spaces defined efiaiftg a first set 
of light-absorbing segments, and wherein the first plurality and the first set define a first negative 
image bar code representing fixed information; 

a second plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by-s-paee^aad disposed 
on the medical containere ufegtrette, wherein the medical container defi nes second spaces that 
separate the second plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the second spaces 
. define defimag a second set of light-absorbing segments, and wherein the second plurality and 
the second set define a second negative image bar code representing variable information; 

whoroin the fir s t bar code and tho second bar code arc detectab le using a 

reader; a nd 

a material positioned over a portion each bar codeo fohe substrate, wherein each 
portion has an A or B scan grade when decoded through the material and in a ccordance with 
ANSI X3. 182 . 
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20. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
a medicalp riffiary containe r having a oubstr a t e; 

a fest plurality of light-reflecting segments s oparatodby space s-a nd disposed on 
the medical containers ubsfrate, wherein the sub s trate defines spaces that separate the plurality of 
lift ht-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces definedefifiifig a fie* set of light-absorbing 
segments, [[and]] wherein the &st plurality and the €cst set define a fest negative image bar 
code representing fixed information or variable information; 

a material positioned over a portion of the bar code, andsubsteatey 
a- suuond pluraliry of light r efle cting ccgmcntn sepafa ted-by-spac es and disposed 
o n th e mate rial, the spacer defining - seeead set n Mip h t absorbing co t wntr r, a nd w hrewMfee 
L cco nd plu r alit y and rtr r° 1 ■ k&*£ - reeesd h<*r mdn representing feted information o r 
variable informati ent 

wh e rein the firet-bar codf nH * hf - sgcend-baf f-nd c am detectable u oi n K a 

r j^n tUfvr* find 

wherein the portion of the bar code has an A or B scan grade when 
decoded through the material and in accordance w ith ANSI X3.182 

wherein th e combination of the first b n r code and the second bar code 
iqji Q Qont fixed i nformation and ya ria hlr informnfr ** 

21. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 

a flexible containcj^ am ary container having a s u bstrate; 
a - matcrial p os itioned over a portion of the sub s trate ? 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments oeparat e d by spac es-md disposed on the 
flexible containera aterial. wherein the flexible container de fines spaces that separate the 
plurality of light-reflecting segments, wherein the spaces defmed eferag light-absorbing 
segments, [[and]] wherein the light-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segments define 
a bar code representing fixed information and variable information^wherein the variable 
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information comprises at least one selected fro™ the k™" P consisting lot number, batch 
number, expiration date, serial number, produc t™ »™*, price, and concentration^;]] and 
wherein the bar code is detectable using a reader[[.]]; 

a material positioned over a portion of th e bar code, wherein the portion of the bar 
code has an A or B scan grade when decode d through the material and in accordance with ANSI 
X3.182. 

22. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 

a film that defines the containers ii mary container hav in g Bi i hu t ra te; 
a- matcrial positioned over a portion of the substrate; 

a firct plurality of light refl ec ting segm e nt separated by cpao r fi nnri dioposod on 
th e m at e ri a l, th e s pa s ss r) gfiwng a first set nflipht absorbing cogmontc. and wherein the fi r st 
plurality a nd the first s e t a firrt . hnr node r ufji cacntme fixed inform ntio n-, 

a second plurality of light-reflecting segments separated by space s - aw d disposed 
™ rhr fijrnm^tepial. wherein the film defines spaces that se parate the Ught-reflectmg segments, 
therein the spaces define defimBg a second set of light-absorbing segments, [[and]] wherein the 
seco nd plurality and the second set define a second negative image bar code representing 
variable informatio n, wherein the bar code can be d etected hy a reader, and wherein the variable 
informatio n com prises at least one selected from the group con sisting of: lot number, batch 
number, expiration date, serial number, production time, pric e, and concentration.^;]] 

wherein the- first bar code and the second bar c o d o arc each d etectable 



23. (currently amended) A method of transferring a negative image bar code onto a 
flexible web- of material comprising the steps of: 

providing a flexible web-o fmatorial ; 

providing a printer capable of transferring a plurality of h eht-reflecting segments 
negative image b^r rnrir onto the web in response to a signal representative of the plurality of 
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light-reflecting segments, negative image bar cod e , the nega t iv e imago bar code repr i n tin g 
fixed information and variable information; and 

transferring the signal to the printer; and 

transferring the plurality of lig ht-reflecting segments ne gative image bar code 
onto the weh nf materia l, wherein the web defines spaces that separate the plurality of light- 
reflecting segments, wherein the spaces define a plurality light-absorbing segments, wherein the 
lig ht-reflecting segments and the light-absorbing segment s define a negative image bar code that 
can be detected bv a reader, wherein the negative imag e bar code represents fixed information 
and variable information, and wherein the variable infor mation comprises at least one selected 
from the groun consisting of: lot number batch num ^, reparation date, serial number. 
production time, price, and concentration . 



25. (currently amended) A container system comprising: 
a flexiblep rimary container having a c ubctratc ; 

a plurality of light-reflecting segments disposed on the flexible containe r, wherein 
the flexible container defines spaces that separate the pluralit y of light-reflecting segments. 
wherein the spaces define light-absorbing segments, wherein the light-reflecting segments and 
the light-absorbing segments define a negative image bar code representing variable information, 
wherein the variable information comprises at least one selected from the g roun consisting of: lot 
number, batch number, expiration date, serial numb er, production time, price, and concentration; 
andtf;]] 

a material positioned over a portion of the negative image bar code, s ubstrate; 
wherein the portion of the bar code has an A or B scan grade when decod ed through the material 
and in accordance with ANSI X3.182 container system has a negative image bur code 
gep rooonting fi x ed information and variable information, nnd wherein the negative image bar 
code i s detectable using a reader . 
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33. (new) A medical container having a bar code comprising: 

a negative image bar code disposed on a medical container, 

wherein the medical container defines at least two spaces in the bar 

code, the spaces absorbing light, 

wherein the negative image bar code is detectable with a bar code 

reader, 

wherein the negative image bar code comprises variable 

information, and 

wherein the variable mformalion comprises at least one selected 
from the group consisting of: lot number, batch number, expiration date, serial number, 
production time, price, and concentration. 
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